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“On the twentieth day of the second 
month (Ziv), in the second year (after 
leaving Egypt)”...the children of Israel 

(began) their journeys...in the wilderness 
of Paran” (Numbers 10:11,12), and within 
3 months were condemned to “wander in 

the wilderness forty years” (14:33,34).

The Israelites had “dwelt in Egypt...four hundred 
and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of  

the four hundred and thirty years, even the self 
same day (as Jacob had entered Egypt) it came to 

pass, that all the hosts of Yahweh went out from th e 
land of Egypt” (Exodus 12:40,41), such occurring 

some 14 months prior to the spying out of the land 
of Canaan (cf. Numbers 10:11,12; 13:2,3).  At that 
time one of the spies, being Caleb, was noted as 

being “forty years old” (13:6; Joshua 14:7).

End of the 430 
years to “the 

self same 
day” of 

Exodus 12:41.

Change of New Year

Although the Israelites continued to recognise an a utumn “end of the 
year” like the Egyptians (Exodus 23:16), it was req uired of the nation after 
the Exodus that instead of civil years beginning in  the autumn month of 

Ethanim (later Tishri), “the beginning of months” w ould be the spring 
month of “Abib” (Exodus 12:2; 13:4) [equivalent to the Assyrian 1st month 

Nisannu, from which came the later Judean month Nis an].

Start of the period of 
480 years “after the 

children of Israel were 
come out of the land 

of Egypt” to when 
Solomon “began to 
build the house of 

Yahweh” (1 Kings 6:1). 

End of the 
“400 (= 413) 

years” of 
servitude of 

Genesis 15:13 
and Acts 7:6.

ISRAEL RECEIVES THE  LAW

“They departed...in the first month, on the 
fifteenth day (which began)...on the morrow 

after the passover” (Numbers 33:3), the 
passover having been observed on the 

previous “fourteenth day...at even” (Exodus 
12:6,18).  “In the third month” Israel received 

the Law  (Exodus 19:1f.; Acts 7:37,38,53).

END OF ISRAELITE SERVITUDE IN EGYPT

MOSES CAUSES PLAGUES IN EGYPT

See printable note 'The period of Israel's captivity in Egypt'.


