The 1st interruption to temple reconstruction
     In “the days of Artaxerxes (one of the titles given to Cambyses)”, the non-Israelites in the land “wrote a letter against Jerusalem”, stating that the returned remnant were “building the rebellious and the bad city”, and that “if this city be builded, and the walls set up again, then will they not pay toll, tribute, and custom” to the king (Ezra 4:4,6-13).
     In acceptance the king issued a commandment which enabled the non-Israelites to stop the work in Jerusalem “by force and power” (verse 23). 
     Josephus accounts that such occurred “when Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, had taken the kingdom, (and) the governors in Syria and... Samaria” had informed the king that the Israelites were “building that rebellious and wicked city, and its market places, and setting up its walls, and raising up the temple”;  and upon Cambyses' authorisation, the non-Israelites “brought a great company with them, and forbade (the Israelites) to build the city and the temple” (Antiquities XI, ii,1,2).
     “Then ceased the work of the house of God...unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia” (Ezra 4:24), which was 9 years later. 
