THE OVERTHROWS OF AMAZIAH
     At the start of his reign, Amaziah “did that which was right in the sight of Yahweh” (2 Chronicles 25:2), but later “turn(ed) away from following Yahweh” (verse 27a), he defying doubly strong advice not to make war against Jehoash king of Israel, for which, as an immediate result, God “deliver(ed Judah) into the hand of their enemies” (verse 20).  According to Josephus, such occurred in Amaziah's 14th year (Antiquities IX, ix,3), that is, late in his 14th (anniversary) year.  After such war, Jehoash broke a large opening in the walls and proceeded on to take all the temple and royal treasures back to Samaria, with hostages (verses 23,24), nationally disgracing and publicly humiliating Amaziah.  Being naturally held in contempt by the people of Judah for the consequences of defying proper advice, they intended to remove him as a reigning king over the nation.  However, still being the king and having factional support it was not immediately possible to overthrow him in Jerusalem, it later requiring a conspiracy to take military action against him.  Thus after such national catastrophe, while Amaziah was intent on re-establishing his kingship, a short period of factionised civil unrest would have ensued until “all the people of Judah (had) made Uzziah...king in the room of his father Amaziah” (2 Chronicles 26:1), with Amaziah being permanently isolated from the ruling office.  Some 12 years later with his factional power being now insufficient to protect him in Jerusalem, he having resided there for a total of 29 years (25:1), a conspiracy caused him to flee to a nearby city, he being killed soon after (verse 27). 
