The Xerxes and Artaxerxes identification
       Where the Astronomical Diaries, Ptolemy's canon of kings and Josephus' record determine that a king Xerxes ruled Persia for some 21 years from 485 - 465 B.C., the Biblical history of that same period makes no mention of a king Xerxes.  Instead, the Biblical account of that same period mentions such as being ruled over by a king called Artaxerxes, the second of a number of Persian kings called or titled Artaxerxes.  At this time, a specific journey associated with an Artaxerxes in the Biblical record (Ezra 7:7) is immediately identified in Josephus' account as Xerxes (Antiquities XI,v,1).

       Although a direct historical error appears to exist, no such error is the case as this same triply mentioned Xerxes was, like other Persian kings, also 'called Artaxerxes', the same being a not uncommon regal appellation in the Persian era.  It is thus more than just legitimate to call this Artaxerxes of the Bible, Xerxes, since such clarifies that there are two consecutive Persian kings indicated by the Biblical record who together reigned 65 years and were both referred to as Artaxerxes.
       Although appearing unusual, such does not set a precedent since in the Biblical record of the period some 50 years before Xerxes, a king called 'Artaxerxes' is mentioned.  However the identical events of this same king are detailed also by Josephus with the exception that the king named Artaxerxes in the Bible is identified as the well known king Cambyses who is unmentioned in the Bible (cp. Ezra 4:6-12 and Antiquities XI,ii,1,2).  That is, on the evidence, such king could be legitimately referred to as 'Cambyses, called Artaxerxes', making clear that no precedent exists with Xerxes being called Artaxerxes.
       Further, in the Biblical account of Nehemiah an 'Artaxerxes' appears on two occasions.  However each mention involves a distinctly different set of circumstances. That is, although each mention is linked to a king's 20th year, the contexts of each cannot be reconciled with the reign of only one king but only with a 20th year of two consecutive kings, Xerxes and his successor, each being legitimately 'called Artaxerxes'.   Other examples of Persian kings after Xerxes who added to their first name the title “Artaxerxes” include “Arses, who is called Artaxerxes” and “Umakus, who is called Artaxerxes” (A.D.T. 1, pp.108-120; 5, pp. 220,229).  Thus with such variability permissible, it may be held that the Biblical author or copier of the passage merely chose the more formal alternative, Artaxerxes.
