3 concurrent perspectives of the ‘400 years without a homeland’
     Genesis 15:13 states that Abraham's “seed (would) be...stranger(s) in a land that is not theirs, and...serve them; and (be) afflict(ed)...four hundred years”.  However, there are 3 distinct elements in this figure of 400 years: 1) being 'strangers', 2) being 'servants' and 3) being 'afflicted'.  That is, there are 3 concurrent periods associated with the 400 years, each ending at the Exodus.
     The first was the full period in Egypt as 'strangers', starting from Jacob's arrival there down to the Exodus.  The second period of 'servitude' started from the time of Jacob's death and proceeded also to the Exodus.  The third of 'affliction' started some years after the death of Joseph when a new pharaoh began to reign.  Hence the figure of 400 years must be seen not as an exact figure but as generalised for that span of history.
     Consequently, the 3 elements in the 400 years may be seen as denoting that:
   Firstly, the total period as strangers in Egypt was “four hundred and thirty years (to the day)” (Exodus 12:40,41),
   Secondly, the period of servitude began 17 years after Jacob's arrival in Egypt when he died, such servitude applying to the plural “seed” or “children of (Jacob, called) Israel” (Exodus 1:1-7), where at this time they became wholly subject to Egyptian rule and were well treated as Joseph's “servants” (Genesis 47:28; 49:(28), 33; 50:(12-)15,18), such period of servitude being (430-17 =) 413 years,
   Thirdly, the period of affliction (Exodus 1:11) began over 70 years after Jacob entered Egypt, that is, since Joseph was some 40 years old when Jacob entered Egypt (Genesis 41:46,47,53,54; 42:1f.; 45:6) and he lived a further 70 years (to the age of 110 - cf.50:22), then Israel's affliction which began after his death (Exodus 1:6-8f.), could not have been longer than 
(430-70 =) 360 years.
     Thus the 400 years of Genesis 15:13 (and Acts 7:6) is taken as a general figure for  1) 430 years, 2) 413 years, 
and 3)  360 (maximum) years.
