THE ASA/BAASHA INCONSISTENCIES     
     Two apparent contradictions occur in the reigns of kings Asa of Judah and Baasha of Israel.  First, early in Asa's reign, he is recorded as making a “league” or pact with Syria against Baasha (1 Kings 15:17-22), that is, well before the death of Baasha in Asa's 26th year (15:33; 16:6,8).  Yet that same event is recorded as occurring some 10 years after Baasha's death in Asa's 36th year (2 Chronicles 16:1).

     The second contradiction occurs between reports of constant “war between Asa and Baasha...all their days” (1 Kings 15:16,32), and other reports which account there was no war for a period during Asa's reign that is, 1) when “the land was quiet ten years” (2 Chronicles 14:1-6), and that 2), after his 15th year “Yahweh gave them rest round about....unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa” (15:10,15,19).  Thus while one account records a continuous war, the other records that there was no continuous war.
     The first of the two contradictions cannot be removed without considering alternative reckonings, that is, either Asa's 36th year was unconnected to Baasha or the figure 36 is an error in transmission.  Since it may be synchronistically determined that Baasha died in Asa's 26th year (1 Kings 16:6,8), then he obviously cannot have been alive in the 36th year of Asa (2 Chronicles 16:1).  Thus Asa's 36th year cannot include Baasha in its context, making this mention of him in error.
     In attempts to validate such association with Baasha, it is supposed that such 36th year was a dynastic one which started with the beginning of the kingdom of Judah, the 36th year of such chronologically equating with the 16th year of Asa.  Thus it would follow that in the 36th year of the kingdom of Judah, but not the 36th of Asa, Baasha was still alive.
     However despite removing the contradiction where Baasha appears to be simultaneously dead and alive, such presumption immediately gives rise to another  contradiction.  That is, in the Biblical account of the “six and thirtieth year of Asa”, Baasha invades Judah (2 Chronicles 16:1), Asa being described as having approached Syria to make a “league” against Baasha rather than seeking God's help as before, he subsequently incurring punishment for such action (verses 2-9), the same being likewise supposed as occurring in Asa's 16th year.  Conflicting with this is that in his 15th year, Asa is accounted a God-favoured king (15:10-15), then living in a period of “rest round about”, apparently “unto (his) five and thirtieth year” (verses 15,19).
     Thus with such contradiction being unresolved, a closer examination of events is required in order to determine the author's intent, such being made apparent when recognising that:
          1) a 36th year of Asa and Baasha together as stated in 2 Chronicles 16:1 is not equatable with the life of Baasha who died in Asa's 26th year;
          2) Asa's ungodly “league” with Syria is not contemporary with his 16th year because in that same 16th year it is accounted that he was being favoured by God and given “rest” for apparently 20 years (2 Chronicles 15:10-15,19);
          3) no war occurred between the two kings before Asa's 15th year (such being coincident with Baasha's 13th of a 24 year reign), even to the extent where after Asa's 15th year he was given further “rest” for many years (15:10-15).  Thus only during the remainder of Baasha's reign (some 10 years), could there have been war between the two.  Hence Asa's pact with Syria which started the war and effectively ended any 'rest', can only have been in the last years of Baasha's reign;
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4) with it being impossible that Asa could have made the “league” with Syria against Baasha at any time after he died, and that the last years of Baasha's reign were coincident with the 25th and 26th years of Asa, such error was not that of the author who must have recorded Asa's “league” as occurring at that time, not in Asa's 36th year;
          5) the years of “rest round about” given to Asa must have terminated before his partnership with Syria from which time he was punished, since it is impossible that the infliction of a national punishment could be simultaneous with a period of national 'rest in the land'.  That is, such rest can not have been for 20 years which would have ended in Asa's 35th year, but must have ended no later than Asa's 25th year.  Subsequently, due to his continued disregard of God's authority, and as prophesied, Asa would “henceforth...have wars” (2 Chronicles 16:9), civil disorder and a declining kingdom (verse 10).
     Thus such contradiction of a national “rest” appearing to be equated with a time of a national punishment is removed by the amendment of the wrongly transmitted 35th and 36th years of Asa to what must have firstly been the 25th and 26th.
     The second contradiction mentioned earlier involves a report of constant “war between Asa and Baasha...all their days” (1 Kings 15:16,32), in opposition to another which accounts that no war against Baasha occurred for most of his reign, until the “league” was made against him.
     With there being no battles reported between Asa and Baasha at any time, then the mention of 'war between Asa and Baasha all their days' (verse 16) must intend to convey that a constant state of war readiness existed.  That is, as with their respective predecessors Rehoboam (followed briefly by Abijah) and Jeroboam, who were in a constant state of at war (1 Kings 14:30; 15:6,7) but not physically fighting even for a majority of the time, Asa and Baasha's 'war all their days' does not express a contradiction but a continuing of the national hostility between the kingdoms of Judah and Israel since their division.
