3 Decrees “according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes (also called Xerxes) king of Persia”

DECREE   (A)
     “In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia...Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Cyrus...that he made a proclamation” authorising  and providing for the Israelites in captivity to “restore and to build Jerusalem”, the principal building being the temple (Ezra 1:1f.):  That is, as Josephus accounts: “he gave them leave to go back to their own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem, and the temple of God” (Antiquities XI ,i,2).  
DECREE   (B)
     After an interruption of 9 years, the “work of the house of God” resumed in “the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia” (Ezra 4:24), that is, “Darius the king made a decree....that they be not hindered” in finishing the temple building (Ezra 6:1,8).
[However by that time, the only building work the people had been pursuing was on their own “c(ei)led houses” (Haggai 1:4), they thus necessitating the authority of God's prophets to tell them, “Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house (of the temple)” (verse 8).]
DECREE   (C)
     With a supplemental “decree” to that of Cyrus being issued in order to “beautify” the temple (Ezra 7:13,27), such could now be “finished.. according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes (also called Xerxes) king of Persia” (Ezra 6:14).
