On the reliability of Josephus' history
     The integrity of Josephus as an historian cannot be considered either as great as that of the historical account of the Bible or greater than that of other renowned historians.  For example, concerning the rebuilding of the temple and city mentioned in Daniel's prophecy, Josephus distinctly declares such as starting solely from Cyrus' and Darius' conquest of Babylon. Yet in not accounting for a number of established Persian kings, Josephus expressly implies a period some 88 years too short for the general history of the period, he for example, almost omitting the historic period of the Grecian wars prior to Alexander (Josephus aberrantly ignoring Darius II (423-404 B.C.) and his 3 successors and substituting Darius II with Darius III (335-330 B.C.), whom Alexander defeated).   And not only is an 88 year shortfall found, but unaccountably, in the addition of the historical periods from Cyrus until the end of the Persian monarchy, Josephus has made certain Ptolemy-repugnant errors in that his figures calculate to some 40 years longer than the then Persian kinglist (Dissertation V, 25).
     Thus Josephus has proved substantially unreliable in certain matters concerning the latter Persian era (423 B.C. - 330 B.C.), even though no chronologically significant errors are evident elsewhere in his history.
