
March NEBUCHADNEZZAR A-g. 4.k. EGYPT

Abib 3 11 Nisannu 7 52 28
April

Ziv Ajaru
May

Sivan Simanu
June

Tammuz Du'uzu SCYTHIANS

July 15

Ab Abu
August

Elul Ululu
September

Ethanim Tesritu
October 70 yrs.

Bul 12 430 yrs. Arahsamnu
November 371

Chislev Kislimu
December

Tebeth Tebetu
597 January

Shebat 1st of Shabatu H.r.
February 37 yrs. 13

Adar 1 1 Addaru
March NEBUCHADNEZZAR A-g. 4.k. EGYPT

Abib 2 Nisannu 8 53 29
April

Ziv 3 Ajaru
May      

Sivan 10 days ppAcc. Simanu
June

Tammuz Du'uzu SCYTHIANS

July 16

Ab Abu
August

Elul Ululu
September

Ethanim 70 yrs. Tesritu
October 13

Bul 430 yrs. Arahsamnu
November 372

Chislev Kislimu
December

Tebeth Tebetu
596 January

Shebat Shabatu H.r.
February 37 yrs. 14

Adar 2 Addaru
March NEBUCHADNEZZAR A-g. 4.k. EGYPT

Abib 1 Nisannu 9 54 30
April

Ziv Ajaru

JEHOIAKIM

16

CYARAXES

JEHOIACHIN

CYARAXES ZEDEKIAH

18

ZEDEKIAH

Babylonian Chronicle:
In the 10th month of 

his 8th year 
Nebuchadnezzar 

went to Hattu “as far 
as Carchemish”.

- - - - - - - - - -
In his 11th month he 
returned to Babylon

(A.B.C. p.102).

Babylonian Chronicle:
In his 7th year, in the 
month Kislev/Kislumu 

Nebuchadnezzar 
marched to Hattu.

-------------
“on the second day of 

Adar/Addaru he captured 
the city of Judah”.

(A.B.C. p.102). 

The record of 2 Kings 24:8 states Jehoiakim's 
son Jehoiachin was “eighteen years old when 

he began to reign”, whereas the record of 2 
Chronicles 36:9 states he was “eight years old 

when he began to reign”.
However, such childhood age of the king is in 

conflict not just with the earlier record of 
“eighteen” but with a social life involving his 
having certain “wives” - 2 Kings 24:15).  Thus 

the figure “eight” must be considered a 
copyist's error.  Such error does not appear 

for example, in the (albeit deemed unreliable) 
early 'Alexandrian' text of the Bible which 

agrees with the 2 Kings figure of “eighteen”.

Jehoiachin serves
Nebuchadnezzar 

37 years until he is
released and 

nationally
honoured by 

Nebuchadnezzar's 
successor 

(2 Kings 25:27).

Sequence of close events in Judah elucidated

In the third year of his vassalage to Nebuchadnezza r, Jehoiakim 
“turned and rebelled against him” (2 Kings 24:1).  S ubsequently 
“Yahweh sent against him (Jehoiakim) bands (or comp anies) of 
the Chaldees...Syrians...Moabites...(and) Ammon, an d sent them 

against Judah to destroy it” (verse 2).  After the resulting 
incursions, Nebuchadnezzar went to Jerusalem intend ing “to

carry him (Jehoiakim) to Babylon” (2 Chronicles 36:6 ).  However, 
according to Josephus' account of such events, Jeho iakim then 

did not resist Nebuchadnezzar, even inviting him in to the city 
“supposing that he should suffer nothing that was t errible”, but 
instead he became merely one of a selected number ex ecuted at 
Jerusalem (Jeremiah 22:19; Antiquities X,vi,3).  Ne buchadnezzar 
then “made his son Jehoiachin king” (ibid.), that is , “Jehoiachin 

his son reigned in his stead” (2 Chronicles 36:8b).
By that time, the Babylonians had taken numerous pri soners from 
Jerusalem, such being “the people whom Nebuchadrezz ar carried 

away captive: in the seventh year” (Jeremiah 52:28), which 
included “the prophet Ezekiel” (Antiquities X,vi,3b) ; and also a 

number of temple treasures (Daniel 1:2).
Josephus accounts that soon after this, Nebuchadnez zar (having 
likely just reached his Syrian headquarters at Ribl ah) expressed a 

fear that Jehoiachin “should bear him a grudge, bec ause of his 
killing his father”, and that he may “make the count ry revolt from 

him: wherefore he sent an army, and besieged Jehoia chin in 
Jerusalem” (Antiquities X,vii,1; 2 Kings 24:10), such  siege 

proving relatively short.
At the start of Nebuchadnezzar's “eighth year”, he joined his 

army besieging the city, “and Jehoiachin...went out  to the king of 
Babylon” (verses 11,12) who accepted his surrender an d took 

him, with his royal household, together with further  temple and 
palace treasures, and all the inhabitants of Jerusa lem (excepting
the poor of the land), captive to Babylon, Nebuchad nezzar having 

installed Jehoiachin's uncle (Mattaniah, renamed Ze dekiah) as 
new vassal king who reigned 11 years (2 Kings 24:12 -18).

Babylonian Chronicle:
After appointing a new 

king over Judah, 
Nebuchdadnezzar 

departed for Babylon 
with “vast tribute”

(A.B.C. p.102). 

 


