Seasonal commencement of 1st year

     The earliest historical reference to a calendar in the earliest of ancient writings is found in the first Book of the Bible which accounts that the event known as “Noah's flood” commenced “in the 2nd month” of the then calendrical year (Genesis 7:11).  This same 2nd month, being later “called by the...Hebrews Marches(v)an” (Josephus: Antiquities I, iii,3), corresponds to October/November or mid-autumn in the northern hemisphere (where the first civilisations settled).  Thus the 1st month, being later called Tishri, corresponds to September/October.  Since in the Garden of Eden at the beginning there were many tree fruits as immediate sustenance for Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:16) and such fruits are by nature the “summer fruits” which were harvested in late summer, (the blossoms of tree fruits in spring providing no sustenance), it is reasonable to hold that this 1st month corresponded to the beginning of “seasons...and years” earlier mentioned in Genesis 1:14 (cf. 8:22).

     [After such, and for the purposes of segregating the ancient Israelite nation from Egypt after “The Exodus”, the beginning of their calendar was changed, with the previous 1st month Tishri becoming the 7th month of the year, that is, the spring month Abib becoming the 1st (Exodus 12:2; 3:4).]

