
 

Friday ABIB 9 SUNSET

NISAN 9
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE  
April 1 Saturday ABIB 10

SUNSET

NISAN 10
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE

April 2 Sunday ABIB 11

SUNSET

NISAN 11
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE

April 3 Monday ABIB 12

SUNSET

NISAN 12
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE

April 4 Tuesday ABIB 13

SUNSET

NISAN 13
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE

April 5 Wednesday ABIB 14

SUNSET Feast

NISAN 14 Day 1

MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE

April 6 Thursday ABIB 15

1 day SUNSET

NISAN 15 Day 2

1 night MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE

2 days April 7 Friday ABIB 16

SUNSET

NISAN 16 Day 3

2 nights MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE

3 days April 8 Saturday ABIB 17

SUNSET

NISAN 17 Day 4

3 nights MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE

April 9 Sunday ABIB 18

SUNSET

NISAN 18 Day 5

MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE Day 2 of 40 days of Christ's appearances (Acts 1:3)

April 10 Monday ABIB 19

SUNSET

NISAN 19 Day 6

MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE Day 3

April 11 Tuesday ABIB 20

SUNSET

NISAN 20 Day 7

MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE Day 4

April 12 Wednesday ABIB 21

SUNSET

NISAN 21 End of Feast of Unleavened Bread on “the 21st day o f the month at even” (Exodus 12:18).

MIDNIGHT
SUNRISE Day 5

April 13 Thursday ABIB 22

SUNSET

NISAN 22
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE Day 6
April 14 Friday ABIB 23

SUNSET

NISAN 23
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE Day 7
April 15 Saturday ABIB 24

SUNSET

NISAN 24
MIDNIGHT

SUNRISE Day 8
April 16 Sunday ABIB 25

SUNSET

Israelite 
nation's 

sunrise-to-
sunrise 

reckoning

NOTE: Colour coding highlights
1) the Israelite traditional reckoning of days, 
including the Passover and Sabbath , and
2) the later Judaist reckoning of days, 
including the Passover and Sabbath .

Judean 
Judaism's 
sunset-to-

sunset 
reckoning

For both Israelite and Judaist, preparations for th e annual passover feast occurred in the 
late afternoon of “the 14th day of the first month”  (Num. 28:16).  However, since the 

Judaist-interpreted days began 12 hours later at su nset, and so the late afternoon had 
already passed, their (Judaist) time for “ preparation of the passover ” (cf.John 19:14) 

could only begin in the next daylight period: their  14th of the month.  This corresponded 
to the morning of the next Israelite day, being the  first half of Abib 15.  But such morning 
was still the second half of Judaism's Nisan 14.  I t was in this second half they prepared 
their passover , which means that with their days starting in the evening, their passover 

night actually fell not on the 14th but the 15th day of t he month.

With the Israelites' passover feast being on the 14th day of Abib, that 
afternoon “the disciples...made ready the passover ” (Matt.26:19).

“The first day of unleavened bread, when they kille d the passover ” (Mk.14:12). On “the 14th day of the month at 
even”, the Israelites were to “eat 
unleavened bread, until the one 

and twentieth day of the month at 
even” (Ex.12:18), that is, both the 
start and end of the 7-day period 

being at the onset of evening.

ISRAELITE PASSOVER 

JUDAISM'S PASSOVER 

Late night arrest of Christ (Matt.26:46). 3 night-time hearings of Christ's trial: 
Matt. 26:57-66; Mk.14:53-65; Jn.18:13-24.

“When the morning had come” they “delivered him to Pilate” (Matt.27:1,2). “On the 15th day (of Abib) is the (first 
daytime period of the) feast” (Lev.23:6).

1st “day”: Thursday afternoon.

1st “day since” Thursday's events. 

2nd “day since” Thursday's events.

The afternoon of “the first day of the week” marked  “the 3rd day 
since” the Thursday events of Christ's trial and death (Lu ke 24:1,21). 

DEATH OF CHRIST The Jews sought to have Christ's body “taken away” that afternoon (John 19:31) because 
the Mosaic law stipulated that a “body shall not re main all night upon the tree (or in this 
case: stake -Grk.)" (Deut. 21:23) and also because the coming evening began the Judaist 
“ preparation day ” before their following sabbath, where for the same  reasons, Joseph of 
Arimathaea also asked for Christ's body “when the e ven was come” (see Mark 15:42,43).

On Thursdays at sunset 
Judaism's “ preparation 

day” for the weekly 
sabbath began (Jn.19:42) 

ending sunset Friday.

Early on “the next.. ('morning' -Grk.), that follow ed the (Jews' previous 
evening start of the) day of the preparation ” (Matt.27:62), the tomb was sealed 
“lest his disciples come by night, and steal him aw ay” (see ch. 27:63-66).  

Start of JUDAISM'S WEEKLY SABBATH

Start of the ISRAELITE WEEKLY SABBATH

The women who followed Christ “rested the sabbath day(time) according to the commandment” (Luke 23:56 ).

RESURRECTION OF CHRIST “In the (pre-dawn) end of the (Israelite) sabbath [“when it was yet dark” (John 20:1)], as it began t o dawn toward the first 
day of the week” (Matt.28.1), or “when the sabbath was past,...very early in the morning the first day  of the week”, the 

women “came unto the (tomb) at the rising of the su n” only to find that “Jesus was (already) risen” (M ark 16:1,2,9).

On the Sunday, and having told Mary, “touch me not;  for I am not yet ascended” (John 20:17), 
Christ subsequently ascended and returned soon afte r (cf.Matt.28:6-9), that is, “the same day” in 
which evening he invited the gathered disciples to touch him (see Luke 24:36-40; John 20:19-27).

The 3 days and 3 nights

Christ was reported as having been in “Sheol” (Heb. cf. Jonah 2:2) or “in the heart of 
the earth” (Matthew 12:40) some three days and nigh ts from the time of (not his 
burial, but) his death on the “stake” (Grk.- trans. a s “cross”), as the following both 
Israelite-timed and Judaist-timed references show:

1 . Matthew 12:40 specifies “three days and three n ights” which comprised:  1)  
Thursday afternoon and night = 1 day and 1 night;  plus 2)  Friday day and night = 2 
days and 2 nights; plus 3)  Saturday day and night = “three days and three nights”;

2. Matthew 16:21 and Luke 24:46 specify Christ's re surrection as being on “the third 
day”,  that is,  where 1) the first started in the daylight (afternoon) of Thursday;  2) the 
second started in the afternoon of Friday;  and 3) the third started in the afternoon of 
Saturday and ended before the daylight (morning) of  Sunday, the fourth day;

3. Mark 8:31 specifies the resurrection occurred “a fter three days”, that is, after  1) 
the first (day and night) = Thursday;  2) the secon d = Friday;  and 3) the third = 
Saturday; 

4. John 2:19-21 with Mark 14:58 indicates a process completed “in three days” or 
“within three days”, that is, 1)  in or within 1 da y = in or within the period Thursday 
daylight to pre-dawn Friday;  2)  in or within 2 da ys = in or within the period Thursday 
daylight through to pre-dawn Saturday; and  3) in o r within 3 days = in or within the 
period Thursday daylight through to pre-dawn Sunday  (the fourth day).

THE TWO CHRONOLOGIES OF EVENTS IN APRIL A.D. 30

Start of the ISRAELITE WEEKLY SABBATH

Start of JUDAISM'S WEEKLY SABBATH

Ref.
Biblical day


