HEZEKIAH’S PECULIAR 14TH YEAR
     In the time of Hezekiah's 14th year, it is accounted that the Assyrian king Sennacherib invaded Judah (2 Kings 18:13).  Also, recently discovered Assyrian records give a detailed account of this same invasion.  However after their decipherment, it resulted that there were a number of years disagreement between the calculated time of such invasion and that fixed by the Biblical record, the same continuing to be disputed.
     That is, concerning the sequence of the various regnal data it is found that prior to Sennacherib's invasion of Judah, there was an invasion of Samaria by his predecessor, Shalmaneser V.  At this time there was a simultaneous reigning of three kings, two Hebrew and one Assyrian, such being the Judahite Hezekiah, the House of Israel’s Hoshea and the Assyrian Shalmaneser.
     Such invasion of Samaria is stated to have occurred in the 4th year of Hezekiah, the same coinciding with the 7th year of Hoshea (2 Kings 18:9).   Accordingly, a fear of invasion existed in Judah.
     Both the Biblical and Assyrian records account that Shalmaneser V besieged Samaria at the end of a reign given as 5 years. Similarly, both account that his successor, Sargon (Isaiah 20:1), was also a threat to Judah during his reign given as 17 years, with Judah's fear of invasion  continuing in his time.
     After Shalmaneser and then Sargon, the next king, Sennacherib, invaded Judah in his third annual campaign or 4th regnal year, the Biblical record accounting Sennacherib's invasion of Judah as being in Hezekiah’s 14th year (2 Kings 18:13).   That is, with the earlier siege of Samaria by Shalmaneser (Sennacherib’s penultimate predecessor) having begun in the 4th year of Hezekiah, then a period of some 10 years passed until Sennacherib's invasion of Judah in Hezekiah’s 14th year.
     The Assyrian records however, show that not about 10, but some 24 years occurred between the besieging of Samaria and Sennacherib’s invasion.  That is, in the first instance, Samaria was besieged for 3 years, then in the second instance, Sargon completed a 17 year reign before Sennacherib's accession, and in the third instance, there were a further 4 years until Sennacherib invaded Judah, such totalling (3 + 17 + 4 = ) 24 years between the 2 invasions.      
     Thus a 14 year difference occurs in the records of the 2nd invasion.  That is, with the Biblical record accounting such invasion as occurring in Hezekiah's 14th year, the Assyrian record would require the same to have occurred in Hezekiah's 28th year.  Thus a closer examination of Hezekiah's reign is required.
     From the evidence it is found that only 2 possible resolutions can be considered, that is,  1) a scribal error has occurred in the Biblical passage which in this case requires that the Assyrian record is correct and that the Biblical record of a 14th year has been miswritten for a later year of 28;  and 2) another and hidden meaning of Hezekiah’s 14th year was originally meant, and an invasion did occur in a 14th year.
With there being no immediately apparent ground to associate Sennacherib with Hezekiah in his 28th year, and rather than accepting  that the figure 28 was mis-scribed as 14, the explanation must lie in an unapparent meaning of the stated 14th year.
2.

     Concerning the significance of this 14th year, firstly, the Biblical record accounts that Hezekiah reigned 29 years (2 Kings 18:2), where although in his 14th he became terminally ill, he was given in extraordinary circumstances another 15 years of life (20:6).  Secondly, he was promised by God that during such 15 years, Jerusalem would be preserved from an invasion by the nearby Assyrians (ibid.).
     This promised 15 years of Jerusalem’s preservation for that time could only have been made when an invasion by Sargon was feared, that is, from a time after Shalmaneser's captivity of the northern  House of Israel, through the 17 years' reign of  Sargon, and until the time of the next king's  invasion of Judah (2 Kings 18:13), it being apparent by the event of this invasion, the promise of Jerusalem's 15 years' special preservation had been fulfilled according to 2 Kings 19:32-36.
     Therefore firstly, since Hezekiah is stated to have reigned 29 years, where such included the 15 promised extra years, it follows that the actual promise of them occurred in his (29th - 15 =) 14th year.  Secondly, it is found from the Biblical and Assyrian records that this same 14th year of Hezekiah occurred during the time of Sargon, Sennacherib's predecessor.  At this time, with Sennacherib having not yet become the Assyrian king, he could not have invaded Judah in Hezekiah's 14th year.  Thirdly, Sennacherib did not invade Jerusalem while it was being preserved, as was promised to Hezekiah, such promised period extending to the 4th year (3rd campaign) of Sennacherib, the same being in Hezekiah's 14th anniversary (or 15th calendrical) year of his promised extra years.
     Thus it can be concluded that Sennacherib  can only have invaded, not prima facie in Hezekiah's 14th year, but later, within the uniquely added period of 15 years.
     Accordingly, with the intent of the original writer being taken as denoting the 14th (anniversary) year of Hezekiah’s extra years as the time of Sennacherib’s invasion, the peculiarity in the alignment of Hezekiah’s chronology is removed.
