Ishmael's Age

     'Abraham was 99 years old, when Ishmael his son was 13 years old' (Genesis 17:24,25). Some 4 years later, when Isaac had been 'weaned' (21:8), his half-brother Ishmael, then about 17 years old, took occasion to maliciously 'mock' Isaac (verse 9), Ishmael and his mother being immediately exiled for such (verse 10).  Since the narrative is unclear as to whether Ishmael was placed on his mother's shoulder when sent away (verse 14), his age cannot be estimated from this.
     The words concerning his age at this time state him to be a “lad” (verse 12) yet also at the same time to be a “child” (verse 14).  However, taking note of the long ages of the patriarchs in those days, even a teenager was regarded as still a child, the same practice continuing for some centuries as per the example of a middle-aged man considered to be 'young', that is, king Rehoboam of Judah, although being “41 years old when he began to reign” was yet described as “young and tender-hearted” (1 Kings 14:21; 2 Chronicles 13:7).
     Therefore since as the maths indicate, Ishmael was not in modern terms an infant or young child when exiled, there is no seemingly necessary implication that Abraham had put a 17 year-old boy on his mother's shoulder.
