Authority sought by the Pharisees
     Although Josephus reports that Judea had achieved prosperity in the time of John Hyrcanus which lasted 31 years, he adds that “this prosperous state of affairs moved (the adherents of Judaism) to envy (him)...(where) the worst disposed...(were the sect of) the Pharisees”, who had risen to “so great a power over the multitude, that when they..(said) anything against the (civil rulers)” it was they who were “believed” (Antiquities XIII, x,5), a civil conflict being then caused between the rulers and the Pharisees.
     Also at this time Pharisaic opposition to the civil ruler Alexander Jannaeus (103-76 B.C.) was of such ferocity that they appealed to the Seleucid (idol devoted) kings to put pressure on the Judean government.
     Josephus reports that such  opposition to Alexander continued throughout his 27 year reign.  However “on his deathbed”,  Alexander advised his wife Alexandra who succeeded him to “put some of her (civil) authority into the hands of the Pharisees” (Antiquities XIII, xv,5).  “So she had indeed the name of regent; but the Pharisees had the authority” (id. xvi,2), which was maintained by them from then on.
     [Today's Judaism traces both its political element (established in Judea by the Maccabees) and its Babylonian developed religion through the centuries from the early Pharisees, the Pharisees being in national terms, a political group which  arose to dominance from among 3 initial quasi-Mosaic sects: the Essenes, the Sadducees and Pharisees.  The Essenes flourished from the 1st century B.C., to the early 1st century A.D., with a community lifestyle which became increasingly separate from society.  The 2 other sects, the Sadducees and Pharisees, were city based and remained implacably hostile to each other (an exception being to ensure the death of Christ).
     After the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the only surviving Judaist institution was that of the Pharisees, they now having no legitimate homeland, and (not unlike the earIier Israelites who remained in Babylon after the captivity), required an alternative to the Israelite sacrificial institution, they thus pursuing an unrecognised affinity with the Mosaic law.
     However in their scattered communities over the centuries following A.D.70, none saw the restoration of sacrifices, with at best, only synagogues being constructed, the Pharisaic religion and its suffering followers having continued under such conditions to the present day.]
Authority granted to the Pharisees
(1)

     Josephus reports that after Alexander's death his wife and successor Alexandra “had indeed the name of Regent; but the Pharisees had the authority” (Antiquities XIII, xvi,2), which was maintained by them from then on.
(2)
     As reported by Josephus, when “the queen (Alexandra) was fallen into a dangerous distemper, Aristobulus (II) resolved to attempt the seizing of the government... lest, upon her death, their whole family should be under the power of the Pharisees”.  And “when she had reigned 9 years”, she died and Aristobulus II reigned in her stead (Antiquities XIII, xvi,5,6; XIV,i,2). 
