Arising of the Jewish civil State
     By the end of the 2nd year of Simon, the civil success of the Maccabees and the lessening of the nation's adherence to Mosaic law caused numerous fundamentalist Judeans to separate from the majority to keep a strictly literal understanding of the Mosaic law with their own set of priests, though independent of the temple; such group reportedly considering themselves as “the loyal ones” or similar, and being historically referred to as Hasidaeans/Hasidim or Hasids.
     However these same religious separatists some 10 years earlier had been overthrown by invading foreigners purporting to be similarly religious.  Although a separate sect, they remained loyal to the government, it being reported that “the Jews and priests were well pleased that Simon should be their governor and high priest” (1 Maccabees 14:41), “the land of Judea... (being) quiet all the days of Simon” (verse 4).
    [Some 40 years after the distinguishing of this group from Simon's civil authority, the Hasids themselves separated into two: the minority withdrawing from public life (similar to the later sect of the “Essenes”), and the majority, about that time called “Pharisees” (supposed as meaning “separated”), aiming to control the religion of the State, and later (to be grounded on Pharisaism) the State itself.  Such treasonous intent was reflected in their early formal appeal to the Seleucid king Demetrius III to assist their rise to influence in politics. 
     Although such treason was unsuccessful to the extent of the reported killing of some 800 Pharisees by the Judean ruler following Simon, such ruler nevertheless bequeathed the civil government to the religion of the Pharisees.
     Thus accordingly modern Judaist teachings account that the Judaist religion has descended intact from the earliest Pharisees such as emerged during the rule of Simon, after which  the Pharisees, rising to obtain both civil and religious influence, were able to establish the “Jews' religion” in Judea (such as is mentioned in Galatians 1:13,14).]
