Dating of desecration and restoration of Judea
     Antiochus' invasion of Judea is accounted by Josephus and the Maccabees:
   1) “In the 145th (Seleucid) year…the king came up to Jerusalem, and, by pretending peace, he got possession of the city by treachery” (Antiquities XII, v,4), the same being on “the 25th day” of Bul when he “destroyed much people of Israel” and “shed innocent blood on every side of the sanctuary, and defiled it” (I Maccabees 1:30,37).
   2)  On “the 15th day of...Casleu (= Chislev the following month)...they set up (an 'idol altar' in the temple, and on)...the 25th day of the month they did sacrifice upon the idol altar” (verses 29-54,59).
   3)  After enduring such defilement for some 3 years, Judas Maccabeus (ch. 3:1) led forces which eventually defeated Antiochus (ch. 4:36).  
   4)  In “the 148th year (of the Seleucid era)” (ch.4:52) they “cleansed the sanctuary” (verses 41-43) the day before 25th Chislev, that is, they “finished” cleansing it on the 24th, and “in the morning” which commenced the “25th day of the 9th month...offered sacrifice according to the law” (verses 51-53), the coincidence being observed: “Look, at what time and what day the heathen had profaned it”, such being the same day of the same month in which it is now “dedicated with songs!” (verse 54). 
   5)  Judah instituted the annual “dedication of the altar”, to be observed each 25th of Chislev (verses 58, 59). 
     [Proceeding through the 3 year interruption, the priesthood had maintained its guidance over the Judahites who had fled Jerusalem; thus unlike after the return from captivity there was no need to reset the Levitical “courses” (cf. Ezra 6:18).]
