THE JUDAIST REGIME AT THE TIME OF CHRIST
       Modern Judaist teachings present that today's civil Judaism traces its descent without a break through the centuries from the early Pharisees, such becoming the dominant of 3 contemporary quasi-Mosaic sects, the others being the Essenes and the Sadducees.  The Essenes gained popularity from the 1st century B.C., to the early 1st century A.D., however their community lifestyle became increasingly separated from Jewish society.  The 2 other sects were politically based and were implacably hostile to each other (an exception being to ensure the death of Christ). 
       Although under the Herods and Romans, the Sadducees were the predominant sect in the Jewish council (called the Sanhedrin), they were often compelled for fear of the people to side with the Pharisees.  However on the occasion of Christ's trial, the Pharisees readily agreed with the Sadducean-dominated council despite such trial being illegal on 13 counts under the Jewish law of the day which had established that:
1.   A person may not be arrested where no formal charge had been issued, as in this

       instance when Judas accepted 'bribe' money to secure a private arrest of Christ

       without the authorities having to charge him with an offence,

 2.   An accused may not be examined in secret,

 3.   An accused may not be examined at night,

 4.   Judges of a matter must be impartial and may not themselves create a charge

       against an accused, as was effected in this instance,

 5.   No charge against a person may be laid by a court when there are no known

       witnesses to the offence,

 6.   A capital offence may not be tried before dawn, as occurred in this instance,

 7.   A trial for a capital offence may not be concluded in one day,

 8.   In a trial for a capital offence there must be the testimony of a witness to such

       offence having been actually committed, unlike in this instance where such

       testimony consisted of an unsubstantiated allegation that Christ said he would

       physically destroy the temple, such charge being hastily replaced by a charge of

       blasphemy which the judges then corroborated,

 9.   A judge may not pronounce guilt without examining and finding culpability in the

       alleged offence, such being not adhered to in this instance where Christ's words

       were dismissed by an emotional outburst and an allegation that such words

       constituted blasphemy: such mention of a 'son of man in heaven', being not

       examined as to whether the same amounted to criminal blasphemy or not,

10.  The senior Jewish court or Sanhedrin may not declare judgement in unison: ach

       individual's judgement being required to be given in a particular order, where if

       necessary, one was to serve as defence counsel before a sentence was passed. 

11.  A formal court may not be conducted in a private residence, especially to pass a

       death sentence, whether or not as in this instance such residence belonged 

       to the high priest,

12.  A Sanhedrin judge may not sit on a case if prejudice against the accused were

       evident, as in this instance with most of the Sanhedrin members proving their

       enmity with Christ by having paid bribe money to secure his capture,

13.  A convicted charge may not be altered after the trial court has been dismissed,

       such as in this instance as was afterward changed from the Jewish religious

       charge of blasphemy, to a Roman civil offence of seditious conspiracy against

       Caesar (despite the local Roman ruler effectively declaring him not guilty as

       charged).
2.

       The above thirteen breaches are not of the Mosaic Israelite law received in about 1480 B.C. (Acts 7:37,38,53), but of the Judean law established by the Judaists in about 100 B.C., having substantially derived from Judah's religious practices in the Babylonian captivity period, with certain elements of the Babylonian culture being integrated into the original Mosaic law as “tradition” (Matthew 15:3-6).
       Following the time of Christ, the Pharisees remained independent from the Sadducean party. The Essenes became identified with a way of life rather than as a religious or political party.  Also existing at that time was another sect, the Zealots (founded in A.D. 6) who were likewise a political party.  The Sadducees would cease to exist following the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70, while the Zealots were terminated after their stronghold (Masada) was demolished by the Romans in A.D. 73.  Thus by default the Pharisees became established as the leaders of the Judaist religion, and by A.D. 200, Judaism and Pharisaic teaching had become synonymous.
