
The “about four hundred and fifty years” before Canaan
     Relative to the establishing of the Israelite nation in Canaan, Acts 13:17-20 records “The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers...in the land of Egypt” and later “divided their land to them by lot”; and “gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until (the start of administration of) Samuel the prophet”.  
     While this standard reading of the English KJV translation necessarily implies that 'about 450 years' denoted all the judges up until Samuel, nowhere near 450 years can fit such period.  Further, on an examination of the Greek texts it is apparent that the translated order of the English words in the KJV are inverted from the primary order of the Greek text, that is, the verbal order of the Greek text indicates the judges began at a time after the 450 years, not before.  
     Accordingly the opening phrase in Acts 13:20, “And after that he gave unto them judges”, must by default apply to a prior occasion than the period of judges, that is, to the event related in verse 17, when “our fathers” were “chosen” in Egypt as “the twelve tribes of Israel” - at the time of Jacob's death (Genesis 49:1,25,28), which unlike the KJV's rendering, accommodates the 450 years harmoniously.
     Thus with the time from Jacob's death to the allotment of the land being “about...450 years”, such given round figure can be measured on the modern calendar as having spanned from 1895 B.C. to 1437 B.C., that is, as occupying a period of 458 years.

