Revived courses of Israelite priests
     The roster of courses was “set” as starting on the sabbath after the day the temple building was finished, which happened in 515 B.C., on the third day of Adar (Ezra 6:15,18), and which in modern calendar reckoning corresponds to Wednesday 9th February.
     Such repeating roster of 24 nominated weekly courses continued without a break, with the start of the first course falling on Saturday 12th of February 515 B.C., the start of the second course falling on Saturday 19th of February, and so on.   By following the sequence of the courses,  a firm date in A.D. 6 is found to be the start of the eighth or “course of Abia” which was eventually allotted to the father of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5), and which thus anchors the chronology of Christ's era.
