THE J(EH)ORAM  INCONGRUITY
     Biblical history accounts that the son of king Ahab of Israel, Joram, [Joram being elsewhere named Jehoram, hence J(eh)oram] began a 12 year reign coincident with the 18th year of Jehoshaphat of Judah (2 Kings 3:1; 8:16), Jehoshaphat himself reigning for 25 years (1 Kings 22:42), with the end of his reign being coincident with the 7th year of J(eh)oram of Israel.  At this time it would be expected that Jehoshaphat's son, also called (confusedly) Jehoram like Ahab's son, would start his reign over Judah.
     However according again to 2 Kings 8:16, the Israelite J(eh)oram had reigned not 7 but only 5 years when the Judahite Jehoram began to reign.  Thus an immediate conflict arises as to which figure is correct.  That is, it appears this same Judahite Jehoram began to reign during the time his father king Jehoshaphat was still alive and “then king of Judah”.
     No conflict is presented however when a corroborated 2 year dual rulership or “co-regency” in Judah is considered as starting at the same time as the 5th year of the Israelite J(eh)oram and lasting until his 7th, when his father Jehoshaphat died and his reign ended, from whence his son Jehoram fully “reigned in his stead” (1 Kings 22:50).
     [Such co-regency is corroborated in 2 Chronicles 21:2-4, which conveys that when Jehoshaphat gave “great gifts” to his lesser sons, he also gave his firstborn Jehoram “the kingdom”, which to have any substance, would naturally have included rulership, albeit the sovereign title remaining with Jehoshaphat.
     And since Jehoram “slew all his brethren” as soon as he was “risen up to the kingdom of his father” (verse 4), such unique giving and receiving of gifts could only have occurred prior to Jehoshaphat's death.
     Thus the time of such receiving of the “great gifts” by Jehoram's brothers while their father was still living would have been the same as when Jehoram was promised the kingdom.]
     A further conflict concerning the early start of the Israelite J(eh)oram's reign is discovered when the same passage of 2 Kings 8:16 is matched against a reference to the same king in chapter 1:17.  That is, 2 Kings 1:17 states the Israelite J(eh)oram’s reign began in the Judahite Jehoram’s 2nd year, while that presented in 2 Kings 8:16 gives the Israelite J(eh)oram as having already been reigning for some 5 years before the Judahite Jehoram’s 2nd year.
     However, since such 2 references cannot be seen to be compatible in any way, this conflict must be resolved by considering the grammatical context and “best evidence” of the two.  In the 2 Kings 1:17 passage, such concerns only the changeover of  2 Israelite kings (which is continued in the next verse), with the new Israelite J(eh)oram presented as being coincident with the reigning Judahite Jehoram.  But when attempting to match the chronological position of the 2 Jehorams relative to the undisputed passage of 2 Kings 8:16 (and also ch.3:1), it is found that no match is possible.
     On examination, the reference in 2 Kings 1:17 to the 2nd year of the Israelite Jehoram is not corroborated elsewhere, while the correspondence with the mention in chapter 8:16 of his 5th year is elsewhere corroborated by evidence of a co-regency (2 Chronicles 21:2-4). Thus a scribal error in 2 Kings 1:17 must be presumed.  Further, it is notable that in  verse 17, the words “second year” are immediately applicable not to a Jehoram but to another king in the immediate context, the Israelite Ahaziah, who died in his 2nd year (1 Kings 22:51).
