End of the first of 2 overlapping 70 year periods

     Close inspection of the Biblical record for this period reveals two separate 70 year periods of national punishment, with each starting at different times and which largely overlap.  The first of the two 70 year periods concerns the widespread submission of nations to the Babylonian kings during which time Judah and all the “nations round about” were subjugated by Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 25:9-11), this same 70 years of Babylonian dominance (as prophesied) ending with the Medo-Persian takeover of Babylon (verse 12).  After such takeover, that is, in “the first year of Darius....Daniel understood “the word of Yahweh (which before) came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years (of Babylon's dominance before ending)...the desolations of Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:1,2).   

     However, the ceasing of such “desolations” was promised to the Judahites as conditional upon their demonstrating a rightminded desire to honour Yahweh (Jeremiah 29:12-15), which Daniel exemplified when he interceded for the nation (Daniel 9:3f).

Some months later the expected restoration of the Judahite nation was authorised by the decree of Cyrus to commence “that the word of Yahweh by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled” (Ezra 1:1).
The second 70 year period is almost wholly contemporary with the first and is identified, not with the parallel period by Judah's subjection to another nation, but by the withdrawal of constitutional guidance and providence from the nation, such being expressed in terms of Yahweh's “indignation” against “Jerusalem and..the cities of Judah” which continued for 70 years (Zechariah 1:12 ─ excluding all the “nations round about”).
     The commencing of such period of “indignation” occurred from the rejection of Jeremiah's authority by Zedekiah and the subsequent return of Nebuchadnezzar to Judah in his 16th year (589 B.C.) to execute the “wrath of Yahweh” (2 Chronicles 36:12-17), that is, not just upon Judah's remaining cities and urban infrastructure, but the whole of Jerusalem including the palace and temple buildings (so severing the nation's material interface with Yahweh's providence).  Such conditions continued for 70 years until early in the Persian era (520 B.C.) when this period of “indignation” ended with a revival of “prosperity” for the whole of Judah, and the resumption of the temple's reconstruction (Zechariah 1:1,16,17; Ezra 4:24;6:1,8).
