First appearance of the Maccabees
     By 162 B.C., the Maccabees had become the ruling family of the Judeans and had the strength to eventually defeat Antiochus.  At that time the Judeans were headed by “Mattathias the son of John, the son of Simeon, a priest of the sons of Joarib” (1 Maccabees 2:1), with the sons of this same Mattathias being later specified in historical accounts as 'the Maccabees'.
     Such name thus does not apply to Mattathias but only to his sons, the principal of which being “Judas, who was called Maccabeus” (1 Maccabees 2:4).  With Mattathias being old, he appointed this son to be “captain, and fight the battle of the people” (verses 49,66).
    Then “Judas, called Maccabeus, rose up in his stead.  And all his brethren helped him” (ch.3:1,2).  By the time of that power change, such ruling family and their followers were collectively referred to as  Maccabees.
     [Although in modern historical sources their name is given as being interchangeable with that of 'Hasmonean', a contemporary use of such has not been found.  Such association is derived from a historian's variant of an 'Asamoneus' who was Judas Maccabee's grandfather, that is, according to Josephus, “Mattathias... (was) the son of John, the son of Simeon, the son of Asamoneus, a priest of the order of Joarib” (Antiquities XII,vi,1; 1 Chronicles 24:7), with such lineage being also found in Jewish sources, firstly in the 'Olam Zuta' which accounts that this same Mattathias was the direct son of 'Hasmon', and secondly, in the Jewish 'Talmud' which accounts a 'Hasmon' as a predecessor of Mattathias.]
