The period of Israel's captivity in Egypt
     Some 200 years before the Israelites were made captive in Egypt, Abraham (then Abram) sojourned in the land of Canaan.  At that time he was promised Canaan would become his property, and later, that of his multiplied “seed” (Genesis 13:15,16).  He was also told that before any inheriting could occur, his “seed” would become servants and slaves in another land, they not being free in Canaan as he and later Isaac and Jacob and his sons experienced.  That is, Abraham's ‘seed’ would be subservient to a foreign nation for “four hundred years”, after which it was added that they would “come out with great substance” into the (promised) land of Canaan (Genesis 15:13,14).  Accordingly, when the Israelites were eventually leaving Egypt they “spoiled the Egyptians” (Exodus 12:36), such decisively ending the 400 years of servitude, the same reported as occurring “four hundred and thirty years” after Jacob and his sons entered Egypt (on “the selfsame day” - verse 41), both the 400 years and the 430 years ending together.
     Contradicting this, many scholars who accept that the Israelites “dwelt in Egypt” 430 years contend that it was not only in Egypt in which they dwelt during this time but included Canaan for part of it, with such scholars further contending that such 430 years more so denote an overall 'sojourn' for Abraham and his “seed” rather than just a period of affliction in Egypt.  Such contentions automatically compel that the Israelites' stay in Egypt would have been substantially shorter, the most popular contention among a number of scholar-argued shorter periods being 215 years.  Such low figures for the time spent in Egypt appear to be supported in a duplicated list of genealogies in the Bible, and with partial support in the Septuagint and Samaritan Pentateuch versions of Exodus 12:40, and inconsistent conclusions of Josephus and scholastic arguments.  Contrary to such apparent support however, the Biblical lists on examination are found to be abbreviated by some 5 generations, the Septuagint and Samaritan support is not definitive or consistent, as is also the case with the record of Josephus and differing conclusions of scholars.
     Further, with 400 of the 430 years being associated with the predicted oppression, such would require Abraham to have experienced some of it soon after he entered into Canaan (from Mesopotamia).  But it was then that he visited Egypt for a short time yet only because of famine in Canaan, and rather than being oppressed, was highly regarded (Genesis 12:14-16), and after the famine became “very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold” (13:2).  Further to such high status and while supposedly being oppressed, Abraham gained military independence (14:14-16) to the extent of being able to make a mutual non-oppression treaty with the neighbouring warlike Philistines, and even sojourned “many days” in their land (21:22-34).
     This same high status which remained unchanged throughout his life applied also to his son Isaac, and later to Jacob who was likewise well-favoured on his entry to Egypt.  Contrary to many scholars' contentions, these three personages, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, were not part of “the children of (Jacob)” who later suffered oppression in Egypt, since with there being no indication that such term be changed to extend backwards, such “children” would not include their own father (Jacob, later called Israel), grandfather (Isaac) or great grandfather (Abraham), as is confirmed by the list of “the children of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons” which commences with not Jacob but “Reuben, Jacob's firstborn” (46:8).
     Thus since the period denoting a state of subservience which would last 400 years obviously cannot include any of the well-favouredness which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob experienced in Canaan, then the 400 years of subservience can only have been spent by the Israelites in Egypt, such being the nation whom they (would) serve” and which would be “judge(d)” for their maltreatment, and from whence they would “come out with great substance”.
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     Curiously, confirmation that the Israelites' subservience was solely in Egypt and not partly elsewhere comes from certain comical consequences if one takes as correct the popular scholars' estimate of a 215 years sojourn in Egypt rather than the 430 years mentioned, that is:

1). When Abram, Isaac and Jacob and their families lived in Canaan, they must have begun to experience the first part of their servitude to an oppressing foreign nation, which at that time was Egypt.  Therefore even though at full liberty, they (taken as part of the “children of Israel”) must have nevertheless at the same time experienced the required continual 'affliction' of Egyptian taskmasters.

2). When Jacob entered Egypt, he was highly regarded, and being well received by Pharaoh was given prime land, even though all the while Jacob and family were supposedly being in other ways oppressed by the Egyptians as their 'being afflicted for 400 years' would require. 

3). When famine occurred in Egypt, and the nation was preserved through Joseph (he having already been afflicted by his brothers etc., independently of the 400 years), such made no change to the continuing of Egypt's presumably coexistent secret oppression of the Israelites.

4). With Joseph being one of the first “children of Israel”, he was automatically included in the “seed” which would be “afflict(ed)...four hundred years”, while at the same time “all the land of Egypt” was subject to him, that is, Pharaoh having declared to Joseph “Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou”, after which “Pharaoh took off his ring...and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in...fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck: And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. And...without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt” (Genesis 41: 40-44).  And Joseph confirmed such to his brothers: “God..hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt”, with “Pharaoh (having) said unto Joseph....the good of all the land of Egypt is yours” (45:8,17,20).   Since this good treatment of Joseph, even though extreme, could not be seen as affliction, then it must have been something like Joseph being uncomfortable with his change to high status which constituted the affliction.

5). After Joseph's death and the arising of a new Pharaoh “who knew not Joseph”, such secret oppression now became an openly exercised affliction, no longer concealing that an oppression had been going on for many years prior, that is, from the supposed earlier start of the 400 years' affliction.  Since such start was 30 years after the start of the 430 year sojourn, that is, supposedly 30 years after Abraham entered Canaan,  it is found from the given Biblical ages that this affliction must have begun at the time Abraham's son Isaac was 1 year old.  But at that same time and with no Egyptian taskmasters in the region, the only foreign oppressing force which could to any extent qualify was within the confines of Abraham's household, through Abraham's son Ishmael, via the Egyptian element in his genes (inherited from his mother Hagar).  Thus the start of this oppression would needs have begun at Abraham's home, when Ishmael ill-spiritedly “mocked” his infant half-brother Isaac (Genesis 21:8,10).  As it is obvious that Ishmael was unable to represent an oppressing nation by himself, a special situation alien to the Biblical record had to prevail, one (comical) scenario being that he was compelled to go straight to Egypt to seek military aid in order to take Isaac necessarily into 'another land that was not his' and afflict him there, with Ishmael's threat, looking back from a departing chariot, being then representable by such as:  “I'll be back, in the morning, with the oppressor!”.
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6). While being oppressed in Egypt during such presumed 215 years, Jacob's great grandson Amram, when taken also to be the father of Moses, produced a superhuman attainment of some 2,150 Amramite male offspring by the time of the Exodus (as averaged by the figure of 8600 male offspring given for Amram and his 3 brothers), that is, according to a list appearing in both Numbers 26:59 and 1 Chronicles 6:3, this same Amram was supposedly Moses' father which unmistakably compels that the “family of the Amramites” (as averaged from the necessary implications in Numbers 3:19,27,28) had, by the end of the next generation, multiplied to an unbelievable figure.
     However, the list which presents Moses as the 4th generation after Jacob is revealed to be an abbreviated list, that is, when compared to a quite separate contemporary list of Jacob's son Ephraim which has each generation specified (1 Chronicles 7:20a,23-27).   From such full list which includes Moses' assistant Joshua, Moses himself is found to be not the 4th but the 10th after Jacob, with 5 generations omitted (as per List X below).   Therefore such  4 generation lists must be abbreviations from a list no longer extant in which appear two separate Amrams:  the former (Jacob's great grandson) and the latter (Moses' father), with the two being wrongly taken as the one person.  However with the 5 missing generations replaced, the figure of 2,150 male Amramites ceases to be ridiculous.  Thus the statement that “Amram's wife...bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses” (Numbers 26:59; cf. 1 Chronicles 6:3) cannot apply to Amram the great grandson of Jacob, but only to the Amram who was Moses' father, 5 generations later; with such set of omissions being similar to that of an unrelated list  in 1 Chronicles 6:7-13, which when compared with a list in Ezra 7:1-3, reveals an omission of 6 generations between 2 Levites named Zadok, making them appear identical (as per List Y below):
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	                                      List X                                                                                                       List Y 
	 

	         5  OMISSIONS  BETWEEN  2  AMRAMS                                             6  OMISSIONS  BETWEEN  2  ZADOKS  

	                      [ concurrent genealogy ]                                                                       [ copied genealogy ]
	 

	                                                                                                            
	 
	 
	 

	    1 Chronicles 6:1-3; etc.    1 Chronicles 7:20a, 23-27                              1 Chronicles 6:7-13    Ezra 7:1-3 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	             [Jacob]                                           [Jacob]                                                Meraioth               Meraioth

	             Levi            (contemp. with)            [Joseph]                                             Amariah                Amariah
	 

	             Kohath                  ''                        Ephraim                                              Ahitub                     Ahitub 
	 

	            Amram                    ''                       Beriah                                                Zadok                     Zadok
	 

	              . . . . (1)                                           Rephah                                              Ahimaaz                 . . . . (1) 
	 

	              . . . . (2)                                           Telah                                                 Azariah                    . . . . (2)
	 

	              . . . . (3)                                           Tahan                                                Johanan                  . . . . (3)
	 

	              . . . . (4)                                           Laadan                                              Azariah                    . . . . (4)    

	              . . . . (5)                                           Ammihud                                          Amariah                  . . . . (5)
	 

	            [Amram]          (Exodus 6:20)             Elishama                                           Ahitub                     . . . . (6)
	 

	              Moses       (contemp. with)           Nun                                                    Zadok                     [Zadok] 

	                                 (Numbers 11:28)        Joshua                                              Shallum                  Shallum 

	                                                                                                                                 Hilkiah                     Hilkiah
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


