Nehemiah appointed governor of Judah
       “The days of  Nehemiah the governor” (Nehemiah 12:26) spanned “from the 20th year..unto the 32nd of Artaxerxes the king” (ch. 5:14).  Soon after being appointed, Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem where he was met with “a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews. For there were that said... We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth”, they being thus “brought unto bondage” (Nehemiah 5:1-3,5).  Nehemiah then “rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother”, and then imposing his authority as the new governor, “set a great assembly against them” (verse 7), such conduct being in express contrast to the time when he (still as cupbearer to Xerxes with a limited leave of absence) did not exercise civil authority during his visit but was involved with work on the city wall (verse 16).
