Notable disregard for Cyrus' decree
     Contrary to the intent of Cyrus' decree, many Israelites chose to continue residing in Babylon under the favourable rule and culture of the Medo-Persians, and accordingly, relied on a devising of the Mosaic law which suited their adopted culture and lifestyle, with such lifestyle being devoid of the requisite temple institution and personnel such as the Levites in Jerusalem.
     In attempted compensation, meeting places were established, called 'synagogues', where the newly devised Mosaic law could be promoted [such 'reformed' law becoming known as the 'Torah', and later added to with religious 'Oral' conventions (called 'traditions'), and given equal if not superior authority to the scriptures].
     Thus the following generations of Israelites in Babylon became increasingly disaffected from the Mosaic law in both letter and spirit, although the decline was curbed for a time by the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah, who not only caused many of them to return to Judah, but also effected a substantial self-revival among the Judahites themselves (who however, as did their forefathers in the time of the judges, 'corrupted themselves' without inspired leadership - Judges 2:18,19).
     Although many of such Israelites in Babylon were eager to reside in their homeland, they settled there without having divested themselves of their Babylonian lifestyle and its religious “traditions”.  Thus the conflicting elements of such traditions soon began to infiltrate the Judahite lifestyle (they having achieved full integration by Christ's time - Matthew 15:1-3,7-9; Mark 7:1-9,13).
     [Also outside Judah and similarly ignoring Cyrus' decree were Persian-resident Israelites, many of whom choosing to stay in Persia and likewise needing to devise an alternative form and place of worship to that of Judah.  Such remaining Israelites thus similarly relied on meeting places or synagogues in which they “assembled together” (Esther 9:18) and which they deemed a satisfactory substitute for a national place of worship.]  
