The ‘four generations’ from the Exodus

   It was earlier prophesied to Abraham that “a fourth generation” (Hebrew) would “come hither again” into Canaan (Genesis 15:16).  However, such prophecy was not a restated or parallel account of the previous “400 years” prophecy leading up to the Exodus (verse 13), but an expressly different period defined as spanning four generations from the Exodus to the conquest of “the Amorites” in Canaan (Genesis 15:14,16,18-21; Exodus 33:1,2; Deuteronomy 1:7,8; Joshua 5:1).
   Since according to God's judgement, the first 3 generations of Israelites which came out of Egypt (those of the elderly, middle-aged and younger men) were prevented from entering Canaan, it was only after they had virtually died out (Numbers 14:22,29,30 ) that the Israelites, through their “little ones”, or the fourth generation after it had matured would “go in thither” (verse 31; Deuteronomy 1:39).
   The first 3 of such generations can be readily identified in passages mentioning leading figures of the period.  The first or eldest Exodus generation was of “Hur” who was one of Moses' peers (Exodus 17:10b; 24:14; 31:2), with Moses' elder sister Miriam being Hur's wife (Numbers 26:59; Josephus: Antiquities III, vi,1), she having been a “maid” at the time of Moses' birth (Exodus 2:7,8 Hebrew) and therefore about 100 at the time of the Exodus (Moses being 80 ─ Exodus 7:7).   The next generation after Hur's was contemporary with Hur's son Uri (Antiquities III, vi,1; Exodus 31:2), whose age would have been about 60 at the time of the Exodus.  The third generation was thus contemporary with Uri's son Bezaleel (Exodus 31:2; Antiquities: III, vi,1), who would have been about 20 at the Exodus, being of the “generation of the men of war” (Deuteronomy 2:14b) who rebelled against the directive to enter Canaan (Numbers 14:29-38; Joshua 14:6-8) and whose “children...(would) go in thither” instead (Deuteronomy 1:39).  That is to say, with the first, second and third generations being prevented from entering the land (Deuteronomy 2:15,16), it was the “fourth generation (which was to)...come hither again” and conquer “the Amorites (etc.)” (Genesis 15:16; Deuteronomy 2:24, which was later accounted to have happened ─ verses 32-35).
