Sequence of close events in Judah elucidated

     In the third year of his vassalage to Nebuchadnezzar, Jehoiakim “turned and rebelled against him” (2 Kings 24:1).  Subsequently “Yahweh sent against him (Jehoiakim) bands (or companies) of the Chaldees...Syrians...Moabites...(and) Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it” (verse 2).  After the resulting incursions, Nebuchadnezzar went to Jerusalem intending “to carry him (Jehoiakim) to Babylon” (2 Chronicles 36:6).
     However, according to Josephus' account of such events, Jehoiakim then  did not resist Nebuchadnezzar, and although even inviting him into the city “supposing that he should suffer nothing that was terrible”, but instead he became merely one of a selected number executed at Jerusalem (Jeremiah 22:19; Antiquities X,vi,3).  Nebuchadnezzar then “made his son Jehoiachin king” (ibid.), that is, “Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead” (2 Chronicles 36:8b).

     By that time, the Babylonians had taken numerous prisoners from Jerusalem, such being “the people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive: in the seventh year” (Jeremiah 52:28), which included “the prophet Ezekiel” (Antiquities X,vi,3b); and also a number of temple treasures (Daniel 1:2).
     Josephus accounts that soon after this, Nebuchadnezzar (having likely just reached his Syrian headquarters at Riblah) expressed a fear that Jehoiachin “should bear him a grudge, because of his killing his father”, and that he may “make the country revolt from him: wherefore he sent an army, and besieged Jehoiachin in Jerusalem” (Antiquities X,vii,1; 2 Kings 24:10), such siege proving relatively short.

     At the start of Nebuchadnezzar's “eighth year”, he joined his army besieging the city, “and Jehoiachin...went out to the king of Babylon” (verses 11,12) who accepted his surrender and took him, with his royal household, together with further temple and palace treasures, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem (excepting the poor of the land), captive to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar having installed Jehoiachin's uncle (Mattaniah, renamed Zedekiah) as new vassal king who reigned 11 years (2 Kings 24:12-18).
