Sequence of events of Daniel 2:1
    The second chapter of Daniel begins with the statement “In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar (he) dreamed dreams”, such being commonly taken to have occurred in the year after he besieged Jerusalem and took Daniel and others away to Babylon.  In this same second year it also appears that Daniel was of a mature age when he interpreted the king's dream (verse 24).
    However a conflict appears from other accounts which indicate Daniel was not taken to Babylon in Nebuchadnezzar's second year nor could have been at any time before his seventh, such being the year he besieged Jerusalem (for the first time) and took many captives (2 Kings 24:14), Daniel being among the “(educated) children” of royal lineage chosen to be instructed in the learning of the Chaldeans (Daniel 1:4; Antiquities X,x,1).  
    Thus an anomaly is apparent between records of Nebuchadnezzar's second and seventh years, Daniel and Josephus presenting that the king's dream occurred in a different 'second year' than Daniel 2:1, that is,
1) Josephus accounts Nebuchadnezzar's “wonderful dream” as occurring “two years after the destruction of Egypt” (Antiquities X,x,3), the 2nd of these two years occurring in the 25th of his reign, not in the 2nd, and
 2) at the time of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, Daniel was reported to be a “young man”, he being soon after presented to the king as “a man of the captives of Judah” (Antiquities X,x,3; Daniel 2:25).  
    Thus concerning Daniel 2:1, the weight of evidence requires that the numeral 2 in this passage: “the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar” has been misapplied to his second regnal year (in 603 B.C.), and that such refers to the 2nd year after he had achieved total supremacy over the nations, in the 23rd of his total years of kingship (582 B.C.). 
