A new starting date for the 24 “courses”
     The roster of the 24 “orderings” or “courses” established by king David (I Chronicles 24:7-19; cf. Luke 1:5) was “set” (Ezra 6:18) from the Sabbath following the completion of the temple building which occurred on Wednesday 9th February 515 B.C.  Thus the 24 weekly courses, formulated to rotate seamlessly, proceeded with the first course starting a few days later on Saturday 12th.  From such time, and noting the strict sequence of the courses, a firm placement is enabled of all courses including “the course of Abia”, the course which came to be allotted to the father of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5), so fixing the chronology of Christ's era.
