Start of “the day” in which Judah's servitude began according to Josephus
     Josephus accounts a seventy year period commencing with “the day” (or time) when as forewarned by Jeremiah (ch. 25:11) all nations including Judah became subject to Babylon after the fall of Assyria (Antiquities XI,i,1) in 609 B.C.  Such period ended late in 539 B.C., with the Persian conquest of Babylon “when seventy years (of Babylonian dominance had been)…accomplished” (Jeremiah 25:12).

     Although Assyria and other nations north of Judah were subjugated at this time, the first of a number of Judah-related events occurred only after Nebuchadnezzar's defeat of the Egyptians at Carchemish (Antiquities X,vi,1; Apion I.19), such being followed by the removal of Judahites “out of their own land into Babylon” (in 605 B.C.).

     [Thus although Josephus mentions “the seventieth” year as being “the first year of the reign of Cyrus”, he further qualifies such 70 years as having already been “undergone” in late 539 B.C.,  with “the first (anniversary) year of the reign of Cyrus” being early in 537 B.C. (XI,i,1).]

