ACCORDANT CHRONOLOGY OF THE ISRAELITE PRIESTS
     Parallel to the Persian kinglist is a sequence of Israelite priests, from the start of reconstruction of the temple in 535 B.C. to the end of the reign of 'Darius the Persian' in 404 B.C., some 132 years later (cf. Nehemiah 12:10,11,22).
     Under the governorship of Zerubbabel, the first high priest whose office started with the reconstructing of the temple was Jeshua (or Joshua).  Some 50 years earlier his father, Jehozadak, being descended from a line of high priests, “went into captivity” (1 Chronicles 6:4-15; Haggai 1:1) and after such, at the start of the present national restoration, Jeshua became the first in a succession of 6 civil ruling priests (all of which being his descendants).
     Since the 6 priests occupied a span of some 132 years to the end of 'Darius the Persian' in 404 B.C., this total must be divided so as to equitably fill the period:
     1) From priestly duties in Babylon beforehand, Jeshua  became the first high priest in 535 B.C., and can be calculated to have been an approximate 61 years of age when both  temple reconstruction and duties began;
     2) Some 29 years later, after Jeshua's death at about 90,  Joiakim became the second ruling priest, at an approximated age of 54;
     3) Some 28 years later, after Joiakim's death at about 86, Eliashib became the next ruling priest, at an approximated age of 35;
     4) Some 47 years later, after Eliashib's death at about 82, Joiada became the next ruling priest, at an approximated age of 60;
     5) Some 10 years later, after Joiada's death at or about 69, Jonathan became the next ruling priest, at an approximated age of 50; 
     6) Some 12 years later, after Jonathan's death at about 62 came Jaddua, the last of the specified ruling priests, at an approximated age of 38, he being appointed some 4 years before the death of Darius (II) and ending the 6 priest period mentioned by Nehemiah (ch. 12:10,11,22).
     With each of the 6, despite variations, it is found that both their starting age (which averaged 42) and length of their working life (which averaged 21.7 years) were within normal expectations for senior personnel, and not within the substantially reduced ranges as are compelled by the alternate adoption of a shortened Persian era (that is, by the many scholars' dating of Cyrus' decree at 457 B.C.), which would limit all 6 priests not to 132 but 53 years.
      Confirming such line of succession as covering such 132 years, a number of datable synchronisations with Persian kings occur:
      The first synchronisation occurs at the installation of Jeshua (or Joshua) as the 1st ruling priest involved in the restoration of the temple, he being coupled to the 2nd year of Darius the Persian (I) in 519 B.C. (Haggai 1:1; Zechariah 1:1,16, and 6:11-13).   Upon such installation, Jeshua was given a special title of “The BRANCH” which signified a prophesied reconnection of his ancestral line with the soon to be finished temple and its operations;
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     The next synchronisation occurs at the completion of the temple building in the 6th year of Darius (I) the Persian, in 515 B.C., and the re-establishing in that year of the seamlessly rotating roster or “courses” of the Israelite priests (Ezra 6:14,15,18);
     A third synchronisation is found via Josephus' account and occurs in 486 B.C., with the next ruling priest, Jeshua's son Joacim (Antiquities XI, v,1), who had completed some 20 years in office at the time of being coupled to the accession of the next king in the Persian kinglist, Xerxes (unmentioned by this name in the Bible, he therein being called Artaxerxes - Ezra 7:1);
     Another synchronisation occurs with the event of the temple-finalisation in Jerusalem under the authority of Ezra (Ezra 7:6,7), such event being coupled to the 7th year, in 479 B.C., of the same king Xerxes (called Artaxerxes in the Bible).  According to Josephus, prior to that time and during that king's reign, Ezra (called Esdras by Josephus) officiated in Babylon as “the principle priest of the people” (Antiquities XI, v,1);
     A fifth synchronisation occurs at the beginning of city repairs in Jerusalem in 466 B.C., under the authority of Nehemiah “cupbearer to king Xerxes” (Antiquities XI,v,6), at the time of the next ruling priest, Eliashib, who assisted Nehemiah: such repairs being coupled to the 20th year of the same king Xerxes (Artaxerxes in Nehemiah 2:1,17 and 3:1);
          The sixth synchronisation occurs during the reign of the next king from Xerxes on the Persian kinglist, that is, the Artaxerxes who “appointed (Nehemiah) to be...governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king” (Nehemiah 5:14), such Artaxerxes being the successor of Xerxes, the same king who some 30 years before, had made  Nehemiah cupbearer, sent him to Jerusalem to repair the city gates and wall, and on their completion to return to Persia.  According to Josephus, the total time of the project took “two years and four months” (Antiquities XI,v,8), within which the repair of the wall itself took “fifty and two days” (Nehemiah 6:15).  Following the subsequent ceremonial “dedication” of the wall (12:27), and effectively securing the repopulation of Jerusalem (7:4,5f.), Nehemiah returned to Xerxes in Persia.
     Then, some 20 years later, during the reign of the following king, Artaxerxes, Nehemiah was appointed by him as governor of Judah (5:14).
     At the completion of Nehemiah's 12 years of governorship he returned to Persia where soon after his leaving Jerusalem (in the 33rd year of Artaxerxes, 432 B.C. ), the incumbent high priest, Eliashib, significantly corrupted the priesthood (ch.13:6,7);
      A seventh synchronisation occurs at the time of Eliashib's great grandson Jaddua who is mentioned as being contemporaneous with Darius the Persian (II) (Nehemiah 12:22) over the period 423-404 B.C.
      Thus a quantity of 7 random synchronisations between the ruling priestly line in Jerusalem and the listed Persian kings sufficiently confirms the duration of 132 years (inclusive) from the 2nd year of Cyrus to the last (19th) year of Darius the Persian (II) in 404 B.C., and correspondingly, confirms the harmony of the Biblical records with the Persian kinglist for that period.
