Elisabeth and Mary
     After Elisabeth had conceived, she “hid herself five months” (Luke 1:24).  Then in the  next or “sixth month” of her pregnancy, which would have started by early April, an angelic messenger “Gabriel” visited Mary in Nazareth, some 100 miles away, to announce her impending virgin conception, he also informing her that some five months prior, Elisabeth her cousin had already miraculously “conceived a son in her old age” (verses 26,27,35,36).
     With the mention of “five months” concerning Elisabeth being closely followed by the start of a “sixth month” concerning Mary, it would be unreasonable to assume Gabriel's visit to Mary was later than the start of the sixth month, with her conception closely following (verses 35,38).  It is  then accounted that “in those days” Mary went “with haste” to Elisabeth's house in “the hill country...of Juda” (verses 39,40).
     Consistent with such haste, Mary would  have left Nazareth within a week of Gabriel's visit, that is, before April 15th. And with such 100 mile journey taking no less than 5 days, Mary would have arrived at Elisabeth's house before April 20th, staying “with her about three months” (Luke 1:56).
