The calendrical season of Christ's birth
       The birth of Christ is held by many scholars to have occurred in the autumn because it is considered winter was too harsh for shepherds and their flocks to live outdoors.  However, such belief has no material ground since in the Judean region, shepherds and flocks commonly lived outdoors in winter, flocks being then moved from cultivated crop areas into the surrounding hill country and housed in outdoor 'folds', the shepherds making use of their own and natural shelters as the weather occasioned.
       Luke 2:8 accounts that when the birth of Christ was expected “there were... shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8,11,15), where the word “field” in the phrase “abiding in the field” in this usage is a translation not of the Greek noun conveying  a plain 'cultivated crop area' or 'common field', but of a more depictive Greek verb meaning 'to live or camp out of doors in a protected 'fold' or similar liveable area'.
