Civil unrest after Ezra's first Jerusalem visit
     Soon after Ezra's re-establishing the Israelite law in Judah and ensuring the temple institution had become fully operational in the 7th year of Xerxes, corruption ensued within the priesthood (specifically under Eliashib, later exposed by the nation's governor).  That is, not long after Ezra had returned to Babylon and his former senior priestly duties, Jerusalem was attacked by Ammonite and Arabian militants (cf. Nehemiah 4:7,8).  Thus although for some decades before, there had been substantial peace and security in Jerusalem, such had now ceased.
     In the 20th year of Xerxes, an Israelite in Persia, Nehemiah, was told of the remaining Israelites, that “the remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach”.  And that also during this same time, damage to the wall and gates by the militants had occurred, with “the wall of Jerusalem also (being) broken down, and the gates thereof...burned with fire” (Nehemiah 1:3).
     Consequently, Nehemiah's first duty on his arrival in Jerusalem was to “build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach” (ch. 2:17), such thus occurring, as prophesied by Daniel, “in troublous times” (Daniel 9:25). 
