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End of 1st Wilderness period

At the end of a “space (of)...thirty 
and eight years” from the 2nd year 

after the Exodus [Numbers 
10:11,12; 13:2,3; 14:2,28f.], the 
Israelites “went over the brook 

Zered...(at the border of Canaan)”  
(Deuteronomy 2:14).

Joshua succeeded Moses 
(Deuteronomy 34:9; Joshua 1:2) and 
“became (Israel's) commander after 

(Moses)....for twenty-five years” 
(Josephus: Antiquities V,i,29).

5 further years 
until “they 
divided the 

land” (as per 
Joshua 14:5).

The “about...forty years” of Acts 13:18

The approximation of “about...forty years” is separ ate from the 
stated precise period of “forty years” before the l and could be 

entered (Numbers 14:34).  And since particular ment ion is made 
of “the men of war (who) were consumed” after 38 ye ars, that is, 

2 years short of the 40 years before the land could  be entered 
(Numbers 14:29-34; Deuteronomy 2:7,14-16), then the  figure in 
Acts 13:18 of “about...forty years” must apply to t he 38 year 

period when “Yahweh...suffered...their manners in t he 
wilderness” (Acts 13:17a,18; cf. Numbers 14:35).

Shebat

End of 2nd Wilderness period

At the end of the precisely stated “forty years” be fore the land 
could be entered (Numbers 14:34), the Israelites “p itched by 

Jordan...in the plains of Moab”, that is, prior to their entry into 
Canaan (Numbers 33:48f), on the 1st day of the 11th  month 

(Shebat) “in the fortieth year....began Moses to de clare (God's) 
law” (Deuteronomy 1:3,5).

 


