The end of the 70 years of “indignation”

      With it being declared on the 24th day of the 9th month that “from this day will I (Yahweh) bless you” (Haggai 2:19), the people (having demonstrated their desire to complete the reconstruction of temple as commanded (1:12-14)), were soon after reassured “with good... and comfortable words” of Yahweh's “mercies” (Zechariah 1:13,16a):  That is, on “the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month...Sebat, in the second year of Darius” (verse 7), Zechariah saw a vision of an angel asking Yahweh, “how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?” (verse 12).  The answer given was that “I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it....My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and Yahweh shall yet comfort Jerusalem” (verses 16,17).
     Thus with the 70 year period of “indignation” against Judah having ended on the 24th day of the 9th month in the second year of Darius (520 B.C.), its commencement would have been at the invasion of Judah in Zedekiah's 8th year (589 B.C.) prior to the siege of Jerusalem (588 B.C.).
