First mention of  the Hasids (Hasidim)
     After the defeat of Antiochus. there remained many Israelites hostile to the (Mosaic) law.  Intending to restore the nation, the Maccabees sought to remedy this, they being boosted by “a company of Assideans (Hasidim/Hasids), who were (also) mighty men of Israel, even all such as were voluntarily devoted unto the (Mosaic) law....So they recovered the law” I Maccabees 2:42,48), many of the Antiochus supporters being compelled to leave Judea, while a proportion who continued to be resident were sought out, their idols destroyed, and made to observe the Israelite law.
