Emergence of religious disruption to Maccabean rule
       “In the 151st year” the now outcast treason-intended Judeans, that is, “all the wicked and ungodly men of Israel” sought the help of the Syrian army under Demetrius, pleading that they had been forcefully removed from their land.  Demetrius agreed to use his army to vanquish both the Maccabees and the Assideans (I Maccabees 7:1-8), but rather than proceeding with a military attack, he installed his own contrivance of an Israelite priest at the head of his army and “sent messengers...with peaceable words deceitfully” (verses 9,10).
        Unlike the Maccabees, the religiously minded “Assideans (also known as  Hasidim/ Hasids) were the first among the children of Israel” to be deceived into submitting to Demetrius' army: they being deceived that such was led by an Aaronite priest “and he will do us no wrong” (verses 9,13-15).   However, on the sudden random killing of 60 Assids by Demetrius' men, such peaceful conduct was proved a ploy.  Consequently, “after they had gotten the land of Juda into their power, (they) did much hurt ..” (verse 22).
