Nehemiah and the 20th year of Artaxerxes
       Although three mentions exist of “the twentieth year” of a king relevant to Nehemiah, such refer to different kings.  That is, the first two mentions relate to a 20th year at a time of Jerusalem's oppressed state (Nehemiah 1:1, 2:1), when Nehemiah was a “cupbearer” to the king.  The third mention of a 20th year specified the time when Nehemiah had been appointed governor for 12 years (over the now restored Jerusalem - ch. 5:14).  That is, the first mentions of a 20th year involved organised repair work in Jerusalem with the king querying Nehemiah, “how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return?” (ch. 2:6), such indicating a brief assignment there.  The second mention of a 20th year involved Nehemiah's governorship over Judah which occupied a substantial term of 12 years.  With this first “twentieth year”, being fixed to the reign of one king,  the second occasion was in the reign of another Persian king some 21 years later.
